A Life Changing Test

By Katie Dagenais
Parent and Executive Director, Florida Hands & Voices

When my husband Todd and | headed in to the hospital to have our first child, a girl, we
naively thought we were prepared. When Jocelyn entered the world, we were so
excited to meet her and the next 24 hours were a whirlwind. But that didn’t even
compare to what we would go through when Jocelyn was one day old and the nurse
brought her back to our room following her newborn hearing screening. Failed was all |
heard. | suddenly felt frantic. Prior to that moment, a newborn hearing screening was
just a test, but now it was about my baby and there was nothing routine about it.
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Looking back now I see just how critical those first few weeks and months were to
setting Jocelyn on her path for living life as a deaf person. | don’t even want to think
about what our reality would be if we’d gone home from the hospital totally unaware that
something wasn’t right with our newborn’s hearing. The truth certainly wasn’t easy to
accept at first, but it gave us a very important head start to putting our daughter on a
course for success, hearing loss and all.
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